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Benjamin Franklin was a remarkable individual who left an enduring legacy
on the United States and the world. An American polymath, author, printer,
politician, inventor, and scientist, he was a leading figure in the
Enlightenment and a key figure in the American Revolution. His
contributions to the formation of the United States of America are
immeasurable, and his influence continues to be felt today.

Early Life and Education

Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on January 17,
1706. His father, Josiah Franklin, was a tallow chandler and soap maker.
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His mother, Abiah Folger Franklin, was the daughter of a minister. Franklin
had 17 siblings, 10 of whom died in childhood.

Franklin's formal education was limited to two years at Boston Latin School.
However, he was a voracious reader and educated himself throughout his
life. At the age of 12, he was apprenticed to his brother, James, a printer.
Franklin learned the printing trade quickly and became an accomplished
printer and publisher.

Career

In 1727, Franklin left Boston for Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He established
a successful printing business there and became involved in the civic
affairs of the city. In 1730, he founded the Pennsylvania Gazette, which
became one of the most influential newspapers in the colonies.

Franklin's interests extended beyond printing. He was a scientist, inventor,
and statesman. In 1742, he conducted his famous kite experiment, which
proved that lightning is electricity. He also invented the lightning rod, the
bifocals, and the Franklin stove.

Franklin was a strong advocate for colonial rights. He served in the
Pennsylvania Assembly from 1751 to 1764 and represented the colonies in
London from 1757 to 1762. Franklin played a key role in the drafting of the
Declaration of Independence in 1776. He also served as a diplomat during
the American Revolution and helped to secure French support for the
American cause.

Later Life and Legacy



After the American Revolution, Franklin returned to Philadelphia and
continued to be active in public life. He served as the first Postmaster
General of the United States from 1775 to 1782. He also helped to found
the University of Pennsylvania and the American Philosophical Society.

Franklin died in Philadelphia on April 17, 1790, at the age of 84. He is
buried in Christ Church Burial Ground in Philadelphia.

Benjamin Franklin was a remarkable individual who made significant
contributions to the United States and the world. He was a polymath, a
founding father, an inventor, a statesman, and a diplomat. His legacy
continues to be felt today.

Benjamin Franklin was an extraordinary individual who left a lasting legacy
on the United States and the world. His contributions to science, invention,
politics, and diplomacy are immeasurable. His life is a testament to the
power of one person to make a difference.
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