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Mary Shelley's "Frankenstein; or, The Modern Prometheus" has captivated
readers for centuries, its themes of creation, ethics, and the consequences
of scientific hubris resonating deeply with audiences. In Andrew Hilbert's
"Frankenstein 2024," the classic tale is reimagined in a modern setting,
exploring the ethical boundaries of technology and the impact of artificial
intelligence on society.
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Connecting to Mary Shelley's Original

Hilbert's retelling remains faithful to the spirit of Shelley's original while
updating the setting and characters to reflect contemporary society. The
central narrative of a scientist creating an artificial being from dead body
parts is preserved, but Hilbert introduces modern elements such as genetic
engineering, robotics, and AI.

The characters also undergo significant transformations. Victor
Frankenstein becomes Dr. Victor Helton, a renowned geneticist driven by
ambition and a desire to conquer death. The creature, instead of the
grotesque and isolated monster of the original, is a highly intelligent and
empathetic being named Adam.

Exploring Ethical Boundaries
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One of the central themes of "Frankenstein 2024" is the exploration of
ethical boundaries in the age of technology. Hilbert raises questions about
the responsibilities of scientists and the consequences of creating beings
with human-like intelligence.

The novel delves into issues of consent, genetic modification, and the
rights of artificial life. It forces the reader to confront the potential dangers
and moral implications of unchecked scientific advancement.

Technology and Artificial Intelligence

Technology plays a crucial role in "Frankenstein 2024," serving as both a
tool for creation and a source of societal transformation. Hilbert envisions a
future where AI has become an integral part of daily life, but he also
explores its potential risks and unintended consequences.

The novel raises questions about the potential for AI to develop self-
awareness and the implications for human-AI relationships. It examines the
ethical complexities of creating beings that are both advanced and
vulnerable.

Impact on Contemporary Society

"Frankenstein 2024" is not merely a retelling of a classic tale but a
commentary on contemporary society. Hilbert uses the story to address
pressing issues such as climate change, social inequality, and the
increasing influence of technology on our lives.

The novel invites readers to reflect on the ethical implications of our actions
and consider the consequences of creating beings that may surpass us in



intelligence or empathy. It prompts us to question our assumptions about
humanity and our place in the world.

Andrew Hilbert's "Frankenstein 2024" is a thought-provoking and timely
retelling of Mary Shelley's masterpiece. It deftly connects the classic
themes of creation, ethics, and scientific responsibility to contemporary
concerns about technology and artificial intelligence.

Through its exploration of ethical boundaries and its commentary on
contemporary society, "Frankenstein 2024" challenges us to consider the
potential consequences of our actions and the responsibilities that come
with scientific advancement. It is a compelling and thought-provoking novel
that will resonate with readers long after they finish reading it.
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