
So You Want to Be a Buckskinner: A
Comprehensive Guide to Getting Started in
Mountainman Historical Reenactment
The first step in getting started with buckskinning is to choose a period that
you're interested in. The mountainman era spanned from the mid-18th
century to the mid-19th century, and there were significant changes in
clothing, gear, and lifestyle during that time.

If you're not sure which period you want to focus on, do some research and
learn about the different eras of mountainman history. Once you've chosen
a period, you can start to gather the necessary gear and supplies.

The most important part of buckskinning is having the right gear. This
includes clothing, weapons, and tools.
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The most common type of clothing worn by mountainmen was buckskin.
Buckskin is a type of leather that is made from the skin of a deer. It is soft,
supple, and durable, making it ideal for outdoor activities.

In addition to buckskin, mountainmen also wore other types of clothing,
such as wool, cotton, and linen. They typically wore long-sleeved shirts,
pants, and vests. They also wore hats, scarves, and gloves to protect
themselves from the cold.

Mountainmen relied on their weapons for hunting, self-defense, and
protection against predators. The most common type of weapon used by
mountainmen was the rifle. Rifles were accurate and powerful, and they
could be used for hunting both large and small game.

In addition to rifles, mountainmen also carried other weapons, such as
pistols, knives, and tomahawks. These weapons were used for self-
defense and for close-quarters combat.

Mountainmen needed a variety of tools to survive in the wilderness. These
tools included axes, knives, saws, and traps. Axes were used for chopping
wood and building shelters. Knives were used for a variety of tasks, such
as cutting food, skinning animals, and making tools. Saws were used for
cutting lumber and building furniture. Traps were used for catching animals
for food and fur.

There are a number of resources available to help you get started with
buckskinning. These resources include books, websites, and clubs.

There are a number of books available that can help you learn about
buckskinning. These books cover a variety of topics, such as clothing, gear,



and lifestyle. Some of the most popular books on buckskinning include:

The Mountain Man Manual: A Complete Guide to Wilderness
Survival by Kevin Call

The Buckskinning Handbook: A Guide to Authentic Clothing and
Gear by Joe Vogel

The Frontier Rifleman's Handbook by Hank Williams

There are a number of websites that can provide you with information
about buckskinning. These websites cover a variety of topics, such as
clothing, gear, and events. Some of the most popular websites on
buckskinning include:

The Buckskinner's Rendezvous
(http://www.buckskinnersrendezvous.com/)

The Mountain Man Historical Society
(http://www.mountainmanhistoricalsociety.org/)

The National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association
(http://www.nmlra.org/)

There are a number of clubs that cater to buckskinners. These clubs
provide a great way to meet other people who are interested in the hobby,
learn about buckskinning, and participate in events. Some of the most
popular clubs include:

The Rocky Mountain Muzzle Loaders Association
(http://www.rmmla.org/)



The National Buckskinners Association
(http://www.nationalbuckskinners.com/)

The Mountain Man Living History Club
(http://www.mountainmanlivinghistory.com/)

Once you have chosen a period and gathered the necessary gear and
resources, you're ready to get started with buckskinning. The best way to
learn about buckskinning is to attend a rendezvous. Rendezvous are
events where buckskinners gather to share their knowledge and skills. At a
rendezvous, you can learn about different periods of mountainman history,
see authentic clothing and gear, and participate in activities such as
shooting, trapping, and cooking.

If you're not able to attend a rendezvous, there are other ways to get
started with buckskinning. You can read books, watch videos, and join
online forums. You can also practice your skills in your backyard or at a
local park.

The most important thing is to have fun and enjoy the experience.
Buckskinning is a great way to learn about history, connect with nature, and
make new friends.

If you're looking for a new hobby that is both challenging and rewarding,
buckskinning is a great option. Buckskinning allows you to learn about
history, connect with nature, and make new friends. With a little effort, you
can get started with buckskinning and enjoy all that it has to offer.
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