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Background

The Doolittle Raid was a daring air raid on Tokyo and other Japanese cities
on April 18, 1942, during World War II. The raid was led by Lieutenant
Colonel James H. Doolittle and consisted of 16 B-25 bombers launched
from the aircraft carrier USS Hornet.

The raid was a response to the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on
December 7, 1941, which had brought the United States into World War II.
The raid was designed to boost American morale during a dark period of
the war and to show the Japanese that they were not invincible.

Planning

The planning for the Doolittle Raid began in early 1942. Doolittle was
tasked with leading the raid and he assembled a team of опытные pilots
and navigators. The B-25 bombers were modified to carry extra fuel tanks
so that they could reach Tokyo from the Hornet.

The Hornet set sail from San Francisco on April 2, 1942. The raid was
originally scheduled for April 15, but it was delayed by bad weather. On
April 18, the Hornet was about 650 miles from Tokyo when Doolittle and his
crew took off.

The Raid
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The B-25s flew over Tokyo at low altitude and dropped their bombs on the
city's military and industrial targets. The raid lasted for about 30 minutes
and the B-25s then turned around and headed back to the Hornet.

The raid was a success in terms of its objectives. The B-25s destroyed
several Japanese targets and they also boosted American morale.
However, the raid also resulted in the loss of several B-25s and crew
members.

Aftermath

The Doolittle Raid was a turning point in the war in the Pacific. The raid
showed the Japanese that they were not invincible and it also boosted
American morale. The raid also helped to convince the United States to
adopt a more aggressive strategy in the Pacific.

The Doolittle Raid is considered to be one of the most daring and
successful air raids in history. It is also a reminder of the bravery and
sacrifice of the men who fought in World War II.
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