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The First World War, also known as the World War | or the Great War, was
a global war that lasted from 28 July 1914 to 11 November 1918. It involved
all the great powers of the time, forming two opposing military alliances: the
Allies (primarily France, Russia, the British Empire, Italy, Japan, and, from
1917, the United States) and the Central Powers (primarily Germany and
Austria-Hungary). More than 70 million military personnel, including 60
million Europeans, were mobilized in one of the largest wars in history. Up
to 17 million people died as a direct result of the war, while another 56
million were wounded, resulting in the deadliest conflict in history until that
point. The vast majority of the dead were soldiers, but millions of civilians
also died due to starvation, disease, or genocide.

Causes of the War
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The causes of the First World War are complex and multifaceted, but some
of the key factors include:

= Nationalism: The rise of nationalism in Europe in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries led to increased tensions between countries and a
desire for self-determination.

= Imperialism: The major European powers were competing for
colonies and resources around the world, which created rivalries and
tensions.

= Militarism: The European powers were building up their military forces
in preparation for war, which created a sense of fear and insecurity.

= Alliances: The European powers had formed a complex system of
alliances, which meant that if one country went to war, its allies were
likely to join in.

= The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand: The
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary by a
Serbian nationalist on 28 July 1914 was the immediate trigger for the
outbreak of war.

The Course of the War

The First World War was fought on multiple fronts, including the Western
Front, the Eastern Front, the ltalian Front, and the Balkan Front. The war
was characterized by trench warfare, in which both sides dug in and fought
for control of small areas of land. The war was also marked by the use of
new technologies, such as machine guns, airplanes, and poison gas.



The war was a stalemate for much of its duration, with neither side able to
gain a decisive advantage. However, in 1917, the United States entered the
war on the side of the Allies, and this helped to tip the balance in their favor.
The war ended on 11 November 1918, with the armistice between the Allies
and Germany.

Consequences of the War

The First World War had a profound impact on the world. The war resulted
in the deaths of millions of people and the destruction of vast amounts of
property. The war also led to the collapse of four empires: the Russian
Empire, the German Empire, the Austro-Hungarian Empire, and the
Ottoman Empire. The war also led to the creation of new nation-states,
such as Poland and Czechoslovakia.

The war also had a significant impact on the development of warfare. The
war led to the development of new technologies, such as tanks and
airplanes, and it also changed the way that war was fought. The war also
led to the development of new political ideologies, such as communism and
fascism.

The First World War was one of the most significant events in human
history. The war had a profound impact on the world, and its legacy can still
be seen today. The war led to the deaths of millions of people, the collapse
of empires, and the creation of new nation-states. The war also led to the
development of new technologies and political ideologies. The First World
War was a tragedy, but it also helped to shape the world in which we live
today.
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