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In the heart of San Antonio, Texas, stands a majestic pair of bronze lions
guarding the iconic Alamo Plaza. Known as the Lions of Medina, these
magnificent sculptures have become synonymous with the city's rich
history and cultural heritage. Created by renowned sculptor Doyle Glass,
these lions symbolize strength, resilience, and the indomitable spirit of San
Antonio.

The Artist: Doyle Glass

Behind the creation of the Lions of Medina lies the extraordinary artistry of
Doyle Glass. Born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1887, Glass developed a
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passion for art at a young age. He studied at the Art Institute of Chicago
and later in Paris, where he honed his skills and developed his unique
style.

Glass's early works focused on themes of the American West and its
rugged landscapes. However, it was his commission for the Lions of
Medina that would ultimately define his artistic legacy.

The Commission

In 1919, the city of San Antonio launched a competition to design and
create two bronze lions to flank the entrance to the Alamo. Glass submitted
his proposal, which depicted two imposing lions standing defiantly against a
backdrop of cactus and prickly pear.

His design won the competition, and Glass began work on the sculptures in
his studio in New York City. He spent years carefully crafting the lions,
meticulously attending to every detail, from their muscular forms to their
fierce expressions.

Symbolism and Meaning

The Lions of Medina were not merely decorative sculptures. Glass imbued
them with deep symbolism and meaning. The lions represent the strength,
courage, and resilience of the defenders of the Alamo. Their presence at
the entrance to the historic site serves as a constant reminder of the heroic
sacrifice made by those who fought and died during the Battle of the
Alamo.

The lions' names, "Medina" and "Alamora," also hold significance. "Medina"
refers to the Medina River, which flows through San Antonio, while



"Alamora" is a Spanish term meaning "of the Alamo." These names
reinforce the sculptures' connection to the city and its history.

Unveiling and Impact

On March 6, 1921, the Lions of Medina were unveiled in Alamo Plaza to
great fanfare. They were an immediate sensation, capturing the hearts of
San Antonio residents and visitors alike. The sculptures quickly became a
cherished landmark and a symbol of the city's pride and heritage.

Over the years, the Lions of Medina have witnessed countless historical
events. They have stood as silent guardians during parades, celebrations,
and protests. They have become a beloved gathering spot for locals and
tourists, who often pose for photographs in their presence.

Legacy and Recognition

The Lions of Medina remain one of Doyle Glass's most enduring works of
art. They have been widely recognized for their artistic excellence and
historical significance. In 1997, the sculptures were designated as a San
Antonio Historic Landmark.

Glass's contribution to the city of San Antonio extends far beyond the Lions
of Medina. He also created the Pioneer Woman statue in Pioneer Park, the
Billy the Kid statue in La Villita, and the monument to the Battle of the
Alamo on the grounds of the Alamo itself.

The Lions of Medina are a testament to the extraordinary talent of Doyle
Glass and the enduring spirit of San Antonio. These magnificent sculptures
have become an integral part of the city's landscape and a symbol of its
rich history and heritage. They continue to inspire awe and admiration,



reminding us of the sacrifices made by those who came before us and the
indomitable spirit that unites San Antonio today.
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